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Carlisle United Coaching At James Rennie
Carlisle united visited us earlier on this term to provide some
Coaching for our pupils over a morning students practised 
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passing, shooting, defence and team work.
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It was a brilliant session and the club will be

coming back at the end of term.
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PTFA


The PTFA work tirelessly to support our school and your children, in the last year they have raised thousands of pounds to enrich and make our pupils lives better. This has included ensuring Christmas Parties happen and every child goes home with a gift from Santa each year. Alongside this they help support the Extended Schools program which remains the largest of any Special School in the County.


The PTFA also help push the school to get better on your behalf raising points they see as important for families.  In the last year we have gradually been trialling and rolling out an electronic diary system called classroom Dojo – this takes the form of an app that sits on your phone and allows you to see pictures that the class have taken on the day and for many families this has made a big difference enabling them to see what their children do during the day and also allows busy families to communicate with their class at any point during the day. The families ofl the classes we have trialled this with have loved it but in order for all classes to be able to use it each class requires a tablet at a cost of almost £3000, so the PTFA have raised the money to make this happen with Bingo nights, grant applications, working with local businesses and even running marathons.


Within the newsletter you will see the dates for the Coffee Mornings please come along – it is a chance to be supported by others parents as much as supporting the school!





Welcome To Our Summer Newsletter.


We have had a very busy few months in school, with a great Ofsted, primary classes being involved in Forest Schools, Football and Boccia Tournaments, trips to the Alan Shearer Centre, Space in Preston, Watchtree, Duke of Edinburgh, arts projects and garden projects around the Schools.


We have managed to gain a £5000 grant from Screwfix to renovate our Post 16 garden with an After School Club building wheelchair accessible planters. 


Through our Primary Grant we have been able to resurface an area in our early years playground with safe bouncy tarmac which means wheel chair users and our youngest pupils can now access their growing area. The PE grant has also allowed pupils to access Riding for the Disabled, extra swimming sessions, cycling at Watchtree, outdoor learning and it will also allow for new swings in the Key Stage 2 playground. 





Dates For Your Diary





19 June 2018 – Parent’s Coffee Morning & Meeting with Susan Douglas 


from Eden Academy, 10.00 am to 12.00 pm


3 July 2018 – Lower School Sports Day, 1.45 pm, Parents invited to 


attend


4 July 2018 – Upper School & Post 16 Sports Day, 1.45 pm, Parents invited to attend


13 July 2018 – Hawaiian Party Day


17 July 2018 – Lower School (Red, Yellow & Pink Classes) End of Term Assembly, 9.45 am


17 July 2018 – Lower School (Green, Purple, Orange & Blue Classes) End of Term Assembly, 1.45 pm


18 July 2018 – Football Match, 10.00 am.  Mixed teams of Post 16 pupils and school staff to raise money for Motor Neurone Disease Association, Parents invited to watch


19 July 2018 – Leavers Assembly, 1.45 pm





End Of Term – Friday 20 July 2018 at 1.45 pm





We are back at school following the Summer holidays on Tuesday 4 September 2018





Forest Schools


As part of learning outside of 


the classroom our pupils


have been taking part in


Forest Schools.  This is a programme where pupils


can learn about the outdoors by making dens, 


building and cooking on open fires, creating art


projects and generally exploring nature letting their 


imagination lead their learning.


It has been delightful see the excitement in the children as they 


learn about and explore their environment although a little a 


bit scary when they build and cook on their own fires!





Otters Class Visit Space In Preston


Otters class made the long trip down to Space in Preston earlier this term, the centre is a huge complex of sensory rooms around 10 times the size of our large sensory room all linked to together, with mezzanine areas, quiet areas, stimulating areas and places to bounce and move. The class returned from their long trip tired but having had a wonderful day.








Rising Stars Community Group


A group of dedicated parents from James Rennie School who have children who are all under 8 years old have started a community group to start an under 8’s play scheme. Currently there are no facilities for organised groups to support families and their children during the holidays for this age group in the Carlisle area. Families with children this young cannot access groups like Mencap or the Youth Zone.  We are supporting the group as they are trying to form a social enterprise which will continue once their children are older.


To find out more please go their Facebook Page at https://www.facebook.com/risingstarscumbria/








Come And Meet The Eden Academy


On the 19th June Susan Douglas from the Eden Academy will be at the parents Coffee Morning to speak to families and give you a chance to ask any questions you want about our proposed move to link up with the academy. The Coffee Morning starts at 10:30 and Susan will be available from 11:00 onwards. 








For further information or tickets for any of the above please contact Debbie Wilkinson, Extended School Co-ordinator, Regional Makaton Tutor & PTFA Treasurer


Tel. 01228 554286 or Email debbie.wilkinson@jamesrennie.cumbria.sch.uk





Makaton Training


Beginners Workshop - £150 per participant


This course provides an introductory workshop for family members, parents, carers and workers who need to use Makaton in everyday situations.  At the end of the course participants should have the confidence and skills to begin to use Makaton in their daily interactions with children and adults.





04/10/18 to 08/11/18, 4pm to 6pm at James Rennie School, Carlisle


16/11/18 to 07/12/18 9.30 am to 12.30 pm at James Rennie School, Carlisle





Follow-Up Workshops - £150 per participant


This course will revise the signs and symbols learned during the Beginners Workshop and learn the signs and symbols for Stages 5 to 8 of the Core Vocabulary.





28/09/18 to 19/10/18, 9.30 am to 12.30 pm at James Rennie School, Carlisle








Parents Coffee Morning


Come and enjoy a coffee (or tea), a biscuit and a chat, Tuesday 19 June from 10.00 am to 12 noon.





There will be an informal opportunity to meet Susan Douglas, CEO at The Eden Academy and put questions to her at 11 am.


If you already have any questions please let Debbie have them in advance.
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James Rennie Race Night, Saturday 14 July at the Auctioneer Suite, Shepherds’ Inn.


Doors open at 6.30 pm with the first race starting at 7.30 pm.


Tickets £10 each including buffet.













