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Welcome to the Autumn Newsletter and welcome back to 


school for 2017/18.  We would like to especially say hello to our new 


pupils, families and staff.





Over the Summer Key Stage 4 and Post 16 had some great results with qualifications and Leanne, Adam, Charlotte and Hope have works from their qualifications being displayed at the Theatre By The Lake, Keswick.





We hope you all have a great year!





Change In Class Names





As you may be aware we have recently reorganised the class structure of the school so that pupils are now grouped by how they learn.  Instead of having class numbers the classes and pupils have chosen their own names and themes.  These are as follows:





Lower School�
Upper School�
Post 16�
�
Rising Stars: Red


Class 1: Yellow


Class 2: Pink


Class 3: Green


Class 4: Orange


Class 5: Purple


Class 6: Blue


�
Class 7: Goats


Class 8: Otters


Class 9: Squirrels


Class 10: Little Owls


Class 11: Foxes


Class 12: Hedgehogs


Class 13: Puffins


�
Class 14: Ben Hope


Class 15: Snowdon


Class 16: Ben Nevis�
�
Lower School wanted to be the colours of the rainbow�
Upper School wanted to be named after British animals�
Post 16 chose their own mountain�
�


















Bags For Life





Thank you for supporting our Eco School ethos and buying our bags for life.  


We sold over 100 bags in one week! We have managed to make a small profit 


and we will use it to buy recycling bins for each classroom in school so pupils can 


start a recycling scheme.





Head Boy and Head Girl





This year’s Head Boy and Head Girl are Keith and Ellie and the Deputy Head Boy and Head Girl are Kieran and Catherine.  We are sure they will do a fantastic job of representing the school.





�











Diary Dates





Lower School (Rising Stars, Class 1 & 2) Harvest Festival: Tuesday 10 


October at 9.45 am


Lower School (Class 3, 4, 5 & 6) Harvest Festival: Tuesday 10 October at 1.45 pm  


Upper School & Post 16 Harvest Festival: Friday 20 October at 1.45 pm  


Nativity: 7 December 2017 at 1.30 pm.  All invited to attend.    


Lower School Christmas  Lunch & Party:  


Upper School & Post 16 Christmas Lunch & Party:  


Lower School Christingle Service:  


Upper School & Post 16 Christingle Service: 


Half-term is Monday 23 October to Friday 27 October 2017.


The last day of term is Friday 15 December 2017.


We return to school after Christmas on Thursday 4 January 2018.





Please find enclosed a copy of the term dates for 2017/2018.


        





























A Few Reminders:





Pupil Absences





If your child is unwell please contact the school office before 9:30 and to let us know that they will not be attending.   There is an answerphone service available between 5.00 pm and 8.00 am. Alternatively there is an absence reporting facility on ParentMail.





Can we take this opportunity to remind you that if your child is absent with a stomach bug they must not return to school until they have been symptom free for 48 hours. 


  


If possible can any GP or dental appointments be made out of school time.  We do understand that this is not always possible for hospital appointments.





School Transport





Could we gently remind parents that if your child is sent home unwell during the day you contact school transport to let them know that they do not need collected at the end of the day.  





If your child comes into school late following an appointment please also notify them that they will need collected at the end of the school day.





Holidays During Term Time





Department for Education guidance on authorising holidays during term time changed from September 2013.  This new guidance states that any application for a holiday during term time must be in exceptional circumstances and the Headteacher must be satisfied that the circumstances warrant the granting of this.





We will therefore require any parent requesting a holiday during term time to write an official letter to the Headteacher stating why they wish to take their child out of school for a holiday during term time and why they are unable to take this holiday during school holidays.











Staffing Changes


 


As we move into the new academic year, we have had to say goodbye to some longstanding members of staff and welcome some new faces to James Rennie School.





At the end of the summer term we were sorry to lose several members of staff.  Jan Winder, Deputy Head, and Margaret Ratcliffe, School Business Manager, both retired after giving many years to the school.  I am delighted to inform you that Liz Davison will be taking up the post of Deputy Head and Oliver Wilson will be joining us as a new Assistant Head for Upper School.





Margaret’s replacement will be Lisa Hollywood who previously worked as a School Business Manager in Rochdale.





Sarah Jane Wiggett, our Early Years Teacher, has also moved on to pastures new and we wish her well in her new post.  Mary Glendinning who has been a class teacher in Upper School will be moving across to Early Years and she is very much looking forward to working with our new pupils.





We have also recruited a new Class Teacher, Rosie Duncan, who will be working in Class 9. 


 























Image Consent





The Image Consent Form distributed by the school to all parents last year now 


gives consent for your child’s image to be used until they leave the school.  We would


like to take this opportunity to remind you that you can write to the school to withdraw consent at any time. 











School Website





The school’s website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.jamesrennie.cumbria.sch.uk" �www.jamesrennie.cumbria.sch.uk�) has a section on it called Community Notices.  This is where parents will find information on services and upcoming events from outside agencies such as Barnardos, Autism Family Support, Carlisle Sure Start and  Theatre By The Lake.





There are also links for simple things such as choosing a new school bag.





                  Bank Accounts





As your child reaches adulthood you may find that they need their own bank account.  Past experience has shown us that it can be difficult for these to be set up once pupils are 16 plus.  We would recommend if you can to set these up before your child reaches the age of 16.





























Peanut Allergy





Some nuts can have a huge effect on some of our pupils so please if you send nuts in your child’s lunchbox please ensure they are in a sealed container.  Thank you.











Midday Supervisors Required





We will shortly be placing the following advert for relief staff to cover for staff absence.  


 


Are you enthusiastic? Hard working? Have experience of working with children?  We require  relief Midday Supervisors to cover for staff absences.  Punctuality is very important together with the ability to work as part of a team. The hours of the post are 1½ hours per day, 11.50am to 1.20pm per day, term time only.  The salary is £6.28 per hour plus meals allowance of £1 per day.


 


If any parents are interested, or know of someone who may be, could you please contact Lisa Hollywood, School Business Manager, for further details and an application form. 


 


 


 











Children’s Therapy Toolkit





Cumbria NHS have a Therapy Toolkit on their website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.cumbriapartnership.nhs.uk" �www.cumbriapartnership.nhs.uk�) which has factsheet about specific issues which may be of interest to parents.  These issues include things like:





Dummies


Messy Play


Sensory Processing


Good Seating


Awake Time Play


Baby Walkers


Hypermobility


 


These factsheets can be found in the Children & Families section, under Our Children and Families Services – Children’s Therapy.


 











School Uniform





We try really hard to keep costs down, but after two and a half years we have had to pass on a small increase in the cost of school uniform.  This is with effect from 1 September 2017.


 


 











Free School Meals





At the end of the summer term Cumbria County Council launched a new and improved online application process for Free School Meals and Clothing Grants.  The online application process is now held within the Citizen’s portal which can be found at:





� HYPERLINK "https://emsonline.cumbria.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnURL=%2fCitizenPortal_LIVE" �https://emsonline.cumbria.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnURL=%2fCitizenPortal_LIVE�





Cumbria County Council is encouraging all eligible parents to apply for Free School Meals and Clothing Grants online.


 


 
















