

NOTES FRM THE PTFA MEETING HELD ON
THURSDAY, 28TH APRIL 2016

Debbie Wilkinson, Treasurer
Debbie Stafford, Chair
Wendy Banks, Secretary
Briony Jackson
Cath Fairlam
John Quilter

Apologies

Apologies were received from:
Jan Winder
Kris Williams, who attended part way through
Adrienne Gill
Marilyn Ballantyne
Louise Johnstone

Fundraising Events

Debbie Wilkinson reported that the following fundraising events were planned, the majority of which are within her scope as Extended School Co-ordinator:

Quiz Night, 20th May, raising funds for after school clubs

Car Boot Sale/Fete, 9th July, raising funds for the PTFA:

Volunteers to help on the day - Debbie Stafford and Harry; and Wendy Banks with Ellie May.

Publicity – Posters to be e-mailed to those present who will then distribute them, plus an A5 flyer to all parents, CFM, Residents of California Road, Houghton Village Green, Graham’s Shop, ASDA, Morrisons, Cumberland News What’s On Page, Cath Fairlam will publicise it via Facebook.

Raffle Tickets – It was suggested that each child be sent home 5 x books of raffle tickets.  Debbie Stafford would like 100 books.  To be sent home before the May half term holiday.

Attractions suggested to invite to attend – CFM, Fire Service, Geoff Brown with his Elvis American Truck, Police, Fred Story’s Fred Bair (Wendy will ask him).






End of Term Discos  - It was suggested that end of term Discos be organised for Friday 15th July.
Parents must attend with their child.
There will be a tuck shop and tombola – run by parents
Wendy to organise the DJ (Damien)
Suggested times:  5.30pm – 7pm – Lower School
                              7.30pm – 9pm – Upper School
Debbie to find out from Margaret maximum numbers.
A minimal ticket price of £2 to be charged.

Bingo – to raise money for after school Clubs.
Decided to hold a Christmas Bingo, Friday 2nd December.  Wendy and Marilyn will run the evening.  Tea, Coffee and Juice will be served.  The 6th Form will be asked if they would like to serve refreshments with the support of parents.

Fashion Show – Spring Term – to raise money for after school Clubs.

Prizes

Prizes will be collected throughout the year to cover all fundraising events.  Debbie will produce a letter stating what we are raising money for rather than just the event.  This letter to be e-mailed to those present.

All parents will be asked if they would source 1 prize.

The list of businesses from Adrienne was discussed and those present selected businesses that they would ask for prizes.  Debbie Stafford will keep this list and be responsible for updating it.

Curriculum

Kris joined the meeting and outlined what he would like from parents:
He would like a small group of parents to help find out what other parents would like to see in the new curriculum.

It was suggested by the parents present that there be a Pool of Parents to pick from, as some may be able to commit to daytime meetings and others in the evening.

They thought it was still a good idea to send home a form for completion, consultation which can be evaluated.  There should be space on the back for further comments.

It was thought that this would be something that perhaps Adrienne and Marilyn would like to be involved in.  Debbie Stafford would be happy to help too.  Wendy and Cath would be happy to be reserves, as they both have work commitments.





Soft Play

Parents asked when the opening of the Soft Play Unit would be?  Cath said she had been invited to something happening on Friday.
Debbie to find out more.

Medical Equipment for School

Debbie Wilkinson told the meeting that it looks like we have enough raised to purchase a defibrillator to be situated within the school grounds.  Helen is meeting with the British Heart Foundation to make sure that we purchase the most appropriate type.

In addition, for the future Helen would like to purchase an Oxygen Measuring Machine and also a Training Model to train staff on trachaeostomy and gastrostomy.   This was noted.

Any Other Business

It was suggested that we have a separate item on the agenda each time entitled “Anything to Ask Kris”.  Debbie Wilkinson will include this in future.

Wendy said that she had purchased a Pulse Guard for Ellie May which is like a watch that records seizures throughout the day and automatically sends results to the ipad.  This is then recorded and Wendy can then just take the ipad with her to the doctors, who can analyse the results.  Debbie Wilkinson to tell Helen about this.

Drop In Sessions – It was decided that instead of having the Make and Take Sessions that monthly drop in sessions will be organised for parents, where tea, coffee and biscuits will be served.  An honesty box towards the cost of refreshments will be put in the room.  This will be an opportunity for parents to get together and chat, discuss any problems they have, talk about the positive experiences.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Debbie will send out flyers for sessions this term and include a request for parents to bring along any information they may have found regarding what’s on over the summer holidays.

Wendy expressed her concern that Ellie-May now has less symbols in her PECS book than she did last year.  Debbie Wilkinson to let Angela know and ask her to contact Wendy.

Debbie Stafford asked why James Rennie School does not have a Dobbies Card?  They frequently use Dobbies Café and could purchase a card for £10 which would give savings in the future and free refreshments as they collect points.

The parents present said they would like an after school club for the younger children.  It was agreed that Debbie Wilkinson will fundraise to arrange an after school club that is available to lower school in the Autumn Term.


***
