NOTES OF PARENTS COFFEE MORNING
19th April 2018

Present

Debbie Wilkinson
Marylin King
Wendy Banks
Elizabeth Quilter
Stephen Watson

Demonstration

Marylin demonstrated a wide range of lovely Scentsy products that she now sells.

Future meetings of parents

It was agreed that having different days each month for Parent Coffee Mornings had not made any difference to the people attending, so it was agreed that from September they would be held on Thursdays each month.

It was thought that there needed to be more structure to these sessions, with more focus on the PTFA and with perhaps an agenda each month that parents could contribute to before the meetings, to keep parents up to date with what is happening around school and the focus for fundraising.

We need to find out why parents are not coming along.  Is it the day or time?  Debbie reported that she had recently sent out a short questionnaire asking if parents would like to be involved in the PTFA and when was the best time/day.  Of the 145 sent out to parents only 5 were returned:
2 – do not want to be involved in the PTFA
1 – would like to be involved, Thursday evening meetings best
1 – would like to be involved, Monday or Tuesday evening meetings best
1 – would like to be involved, Wednesday, Thursday or Friday afternoon meetings best

Race Night – fundraising event to raise money for Christmas 2018 at James Rennie

Wendy presented the draft tickets for the Race Night.

Barclays Bank, via Natalie English, have agreed to match fund what is raised.

There are still 4 races needing a business sponsor - £50 per race.  Sponsors will get their names on the race cards and have the opportunity to have their business cards put on each table.

Volunteers are needed for the evening.

Carlisle Living will be attending.

Barnardos – we need to fundraise to be able to continue these monthly sessions with the Nursery.

It was also thought to be a good idea if a couple of parents from the PTFA attended the coffee after the Barnardos sessions to chat to new parents about the PTFA and encourage them to come along.

Classes

Debbie will pass back to Kris parents thoughts that:

a) Parents need to be informed if the class Teacher is changing; and
b) When classes are organised some consideration needs to be given to behaviour, eg some pupils need a quieter environment.
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Soft Play/Sensory Room

Parents asked if there was any progress on the use of the soft play and sensory room outside of normal school hours, eg holiday time and weekends.  Parents felt that they had undertaken a lot of fundraising to get these facilities on the premise that they would be available to come along to, by booking a slot, during school holidays and weekends.

Parents asked if all classes now get the opportunity to use these rooms on a regular basis?  Debbie will find out if there is a timetable and bring it along to the next meeting.

Table Top Sale

Debbie reported that Claire Jackson, Mum of Alex, was organising a fundraising Table Top Sale at Belah Community Centre.  Debbie will find out what the position is with this and take it forward.

It was suggested that we charge £7 per table for car boot sellers and £15 for commercial sellers.  The PTFA could sell refreshments.

Banner

It was agreed that we should look into having a large banner saying something along the lines of “Fundraising Event in aid of James Rennie School”, which can then be displayed at a variety of events.  It was suggested that Debbie approach AST Signs in Penrith to see if they would sponsor this.

After School Clubs

Parents suggested that the price of the after school clubs should go up to cover the increased cost of running these activities.  They suggested £10 for a club that finished at 5pm and £12 for one that finished at 5.30pm.  An additional charge should be made for transport home, which covers more of the cost of the transport home.

Family Learning

Debbie will arrange a Wills and Trusts Information morning.  She informed the meeting that she was still trying to arrange a puberty talk, but getting a convenient date for everyone was providing difficult.

Updates from Kris

Illdiko Kiss has undertaken a fundraising half marathon and raised over £900 for the class Dojo.  School has been successful in gaining match funding for this, so now have enough funds to be able to extend the programme throughout the school to every class.

By July 2019 it is hoped that all records will be electronic and can be viewed by parents on a weekly basis, including videos.

Ofsted – There will be a letter coming home tomorrow (Friday) with the outcome and highlights from the full report.  The full report can be found on the Ofsted website from Monday.

There will be a newsletter coming home next week.

The grant from Screwfix has now been received and proposals are for this to be used for horticulture for Post 16 to develop a garden with raised beds suitable for wheelchairs to go under.

The next project to be looked at will be renovating the hydro-pool.  The sound system and projectors will be replaced plus additional upgrades.  Two donations and a small grant have been received, but it is hopeful that additional grant funding can be sought to make this a much better facility.

Date of Next Parents Coffee Morning

Tuesday 15th May, 10am – 12 Noon – everyone welcome!


